
NOTEWORTHYVASCULARPLANTCOLLECTIONSFROM

NORTHWESTLOUISIANA

RESUMEN

Recent floristic work in northwestern Louisiana has resulted in the discovery of plants new to Louisiana and

other significant records (Reid & Faulkner 2006; MacRoberts et al. 2007; Reid et al. 2007). In this paper we

report four species new to Louisiana and four additional significant collections.

ALISMATACEAE
Sagittaria subulata (L.) Buchenau—Sagittaria subulata is not reported for Louisiana by USDA, NRCS

(2007), Haynes and Hellquist (2000), Kartesz and Meacham (2005), MacRoberts (1984), or Thomas and

Allen (1993). On 27 June 2006, we discovered hundreds of plants on a stretch of shoreline on Caddo Lake

at Oil City, northern Caddo Parish. According to Haynes and Hellquist (2000), S. subulata ranges from Mas-

sachusetts south to Florida and west to Mississippi. Our record extends the range of S. subulata over 500

km to the northwest of its previously known western range limit in Mississippi.

Voucher specimens: Caddo Parish: along shore of Caddo Lake in Oil City, El/2 SE1/4 S13 T20N R16W. lat/long 324319N, 935814W,

ASTERACEAE
Grindelia lanceolata Nutt.— Grindelia lanceolata is reported for Louisiana by Riddell (1852) and Steyermark

(1934). Steyermark (1934) cites Leavenworth specimens at G (= GH) and NYas his authority. MacRoberts

(1984) and Thomas and Allen (1996) include G. lanceolata in the Louisiana flora on the basis of these older

literature reports. Wediscovered G. lanceolata on 20 June 2007 in two small saline prairie remnants in Sabine

Parish. The plants occurred on open slicks with overall light vegetative cover. During a return visit on 7

August 2007, we observed an estimated 500 plants, many of which were beginning to flower. Our record of

G lanceolata is apparently the first in Louisiana since Leavenworth's time, ca. 150 years ago (Ewan 1968).

Voucher specimens: Sabine Parish: Oakley's Pasture (a.k.a. Mary Lee's Pasture), N of LA 174 ca. 5 mi Wof Converse, along E side of
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Senecio ampullaceus Hook.—Senecio ampullaceus is not reported for Louisiana by MacRoberts (1984),

Thomas and Allen (1996), Kartesz and Meacham (2005), USDA, NRCS(2007), or Barkley (2006). On 28

March 2007, we discovered a population of S. ampullaceus in the xeric sandhills (M.H. MacRoberts & B.R.

MacRoberts 2006) of northern Caddo Parish. It was recently reported new to Arkansas (Singhurst & Hol-

mes 1998) and Oklahoma (Holmes et al. 2006). Our record is apparently the first for 5. ampullaceus from

BRASSICACEAE
Arabis canadensis L.—On 13 April 2006, we discovered a small population of Arabis canadensis in De

Soto Parish growing on a low ridge embedded in a matrix of poorly drained Quercus similis - Crataegus spp.

flatwoods. MacRoberts (1989) and Thomas and Allen (1996) include A. canadensis in the Louisiana flora on

the basis of a specimen collected by Leggett (1578 - NLU) from Bossier Parish. Leggett (1976) reported it

from one station in Bossier Parish where it was "localized and uncommon on sandy soil in mixed woods."

During recent visits to NLU, we have failed to locate this specimen. It is apparently not on loan and may

have been misfiled or annotated to another taxon. Providing that the identification and locality data are

correct, our record is the second from Louisiana. If the Leggett specimen was misidentified, then our re-

cord is the first for the state. In either case, our record represents the only confirmed extant A. canadensis

population in Louisiana.

villosa, and Sabal minor, 13 Apr 2006, Reid 5713 and Faulkner (LSU); same locality, 2 May 2006, Rtid 5751, Faulkner et al (FSU, LSU).

CARYOPHYLLACEAE
Geocarpon minimum Mackenzie

—

Geocarpon minimum is federally listed as threatened and is known from

Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas (Nienaber 2005). This species was initially discovered in Louisiana

in Winn Parish in 1989 with an additional population discovered nearby in 1992 (Mclnnis et al. 1993).

These were the only two Louisiana populations known until 2006 when a third occurrence was discovered

in a saline prairie in Caddo Parish (B.R. MacRoberts & M.H. MacRoberts 2006). A survey for G. minimum in

saline prairies in Caddo, De Soto, Red River, and Winn parishes was conducted in March 2007 (MacRoberts

& MacRoberts 2007) that yielded three new sites representing two new populations, all in De Soto Parish.

Because two of the collection sites, Dickson Prairie and Dalton Prairie, are separated by a narrow drainage,

we regard G. minimum from these two sites as constituting a single population. The third collection was from

another saline prairie, Rambin Bayou Prairie, which is well-removed from the other sites.
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CISTACEAE

Lechea san-sabeana (Buckley) Hodgdon

—

Lechea san-sabeana was reported for Louisiana by Riddell (1852) as

Lechea drummondii Torr. &A. Gray and was excluded from the flora by Thomas and Allen (1996). MacRoberts

(1984) lists L. san-sabeana as questionable in Louisiana and cites the Riddell report. Correll and Johnston

(1970), Carr (2002), Kartesz and Meacham (2005), and Diggs et al. (2006) regard L. san-sabeana as a Texas

endemic. In May and June 2007, we collected L. san-sabeana at three saline prairies in De Soto and Caddo

parishes. It was commonat these sites and was associated with pimple (mima) mounds.

CYPERACEAE
Carex arkansana (L.H. Bailey) L.H. Bailey— Louisiana is not included in the range of Carex arkansana by

Ball (2002) but is so included by Kartesz and Meacham (2005), USDA, NRCS(2007), NatureServe (2007),

and Thomas and Allen (1993). MacRoberts (1989) and Thomas and Allen (1993) cite a specimen from Caddo

Parish (Thieret 25936 - LAF) collected in 1967 as the only record for Louisiana. B.R. MacRoberts and M.H.

MacRoberts (2006) examined this specimen and confirmed its identification. On 2 May 2006, the authors

discovered a small population of C. arkansana growing in a depression in a saline prairie in De Soto Parish.

On 4 May 2007, we found a much larger population in a wet swale in a different part of the same prairie

complex, adjacent to Quercus similis- Crataegus brachyacantha flatwoods. Our record is only the second record

for this species in Louisiana and came 40 years after Thieret first collected it from the state.

POACEAE
Panicum diffusum Sw.—On 20 June 2007 we found Panicum diffusum to be locally common in a saline

prairie remnant in Sabine Parish. It was associated with open slicks with much bare soil and light vegetative

cover. This record is apparently the first for Louisiana as the species is not reported for the state by Nature-

Serve (2007), USDA, NRCS(2007), Thomas and Allen (1993), Allen et al. (2004), nor Freckman and Lelong

(2003). Panicum diffusum was previously known in the United States only from Texas; its range extends south

to the Caribbean and Latin America (Diggs et al. 2006; Freckman & Lelong 2003).
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